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It’s September already? WOW! Where have I been? Or where haven't I
been? Let’s see... after the last POSTS, I went to Alaska on a photo trip. We
spent nearly two weeks there...first in Juneau, where we did a quick whale-
watching cruise, then 3 nights at Glacier Bay National Park, then back to Juneau a few
days before the flood struck (https:/www.washingtonpost.com/climate-
environment/2024/08/07/glacial-lake-outburst-juneau/), and then seven nights on a small
(100°) motor vessel—The Discovery—cruising the inside passage from Juneau to Ketchikan.
I somehow managed to get Covid. Fortunately our group was doing its thing outside for
most of the trip, so I ended up isolating myself on the stern of the boat—which was under
cover and quite nice—when we weren’t shooting pictures or sleeping. For the last 2 days of
the trip, another of our group joined me as he had also come down with Covid. The worst
part about being quarantined in the stern? Having to take meals by myself.

One week later, Friday, August 16th, we (my wife and 1), left home shortly after 0600 and
headed to Marblehead, MA on our way to Maine. It’s a very nice little seaside town about
twenty miles northeast of Boston. The problem is getting there. Today’s mapping software
always wants to take the fastest route, and is constantly sending non-commercial vehicle
traffic to the Merritt Parkway (think BW Parkway in the DC area) in Connecticut. I've had
the distinct displeasure of driving it several times and they’ve been anything but fun. It’s a
road that was designed and built in the 30s and while scenic, its just not capable of
handling today’s traffic density and speeds—particularly on weekends.

We stopped in Marblehead for two nights to avoid the Saturday—changeover day—
craziness going into Maine. We continued our trip to Maine on Sunday. We were in Maine
to celebrate grandson #1’s sixth birthday. Then we drove to the far eastern end—North
Truro—of Cape Cod to spend a few days with grandsons #2 and #3. That drive was over 6
hours. We finally drove home from N. Truro in about 11 hours on Monday the 26th,

Now, I'm home for September, before I head out again, this time to the west, when in early
October, I will drive to Iowa for my 50th college reunion.

Over the next few weeks, I will be shooting photos of various events for the Northern
Virginia Senior Olympics. That should be fun. Maybe I'll see you there?

Until October, then...stay safe!

Next printed issue: October 2024
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To Upgrade Or Not Upgrade Your Windows Computer
By Frank Fota, fotafm@gmail.com
Potomac Area Technology and Computer Society (PATACS)

If you operate a computer other than your smartphone, you likely use Microsoft (MS)
Windows. About 65% of desktop computers worldwide use the Windows 10 Operating
System (OS).

StatCounter Global Stats

Desktop Windows Version Market Share Worldwide from July 2023 - July 2024
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If you are using Windows 10, you are likely aware that support for this operating system
(OS) ends in October 2025. Microsoft will provide three years of extended security support
for an additional charge. So why haven’t Windows 10 users upgraded their OS to Windows
11?7 After all, Microsoft is not charging Windows 10 users to upgrade to Windows 11. The
most common answer to that question is that the stringent hardware requirements for
Windows 11 prevent many Windows 10 users from upgrading their computers. These
requirements include an approved 1GHz or faster processor (CPU) with 2 or more cores,
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4GB or more of memory, a 64GB or larger storage device, a Unified Extensible Firmware
Interface (UEFI) with Secure Boot option, the Trusted Platform Module 2.0, and a DirectX
12 or later Graphics Card with Windows Display Driver Model (WDDM) 2.0 driver. If your
computer was purchased in 2019 or later, it likely meets the Windows 11 system
requirements.

If your computer can support Windows 11, Lead Software Analyst for PC Magazine,
Michael Muchmore provides many reasons to upgrade now in his article “10 Major Reasons
to Upgrade to Windows 11 Now.”

- The Taskbar includes central icons for volume, network, battery, and calendar; and
the design subjectively looks better than the Taskbar included with Windows 10.

- The Microsoft Copilot uses generative Al (i.e., ChatGPT technology) to R
automate tasks, search for files, and respond to voice commands. The Copilot I’
icon 1s typically present on the right side of the Taskbar.

- The apps included with Windows 11 are better than the apps included with Windows
10 and include a new Media Player, video editor, photos app, Notepad, and
calculator.

- The screenshot tool included with Windows 11 is much improved.

- Based on your monitor(s) size, the Windows 11 Snap Layout tool allows
you to set window location preferences.

- Windows 11 widgets (e.g., News, Weather, Sports, Family Safety, Stock
Prices, and the Outlook Calendar (it’s not the same as the Outlook that
is part of Office) which can be customized and support third-party widgets. Find
Microsoft and third-party widgets at the Microsoft Store.

- Windows 11 is more secure. This added security is possible due to the stringent
system requirements (e.g., UEFI System Firmware with Secure Boot, a supported
CPU, and the Trusted Platform Module version 2).

- It’s easier to configure multiple desktops and monitors in Windows 11.

- Windows 11 provides support for High Dynamic Range (HDR) color on compatible
monitors. The implementation of HDR and DirectStorage, a feature that can load
games directly into video card memory, will improve video game appearance and
performance.

- Windows 10 will stop receiving security updates after October 14, 2025.

With Windows 10 support ending in mid-October 2025, users are faced with the decision of
when to transition to the newer operating system, which will likely include a new computer.
It’s clear that unless you upgrade, you're going to be left behind. Windows 10 OS machines
connected to the internet will become less and less safe over time. This author strongly
suggests that by October 1st of 2025, your current machine should be—at minimum—
upgraded to the minimum hardware requirements and running Windows 11.

There are many paths forward and if you need guidance you can certainly get it by
accessing PATAC’s Groups.io discussion group and asking for guidance there, so that by
October 14, 2025, you’ll have procured a machine that can run Windows 11.

HHt
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Hit the Streets!
By Lynda Buske
Ottawa PC Users' Group, Ontario, Canada https://opcug.ca

Wikipedia says street photography features subjects (usually people) in candid situations
within public places. The image may exclude humans and be an object that projects a
human character or environment. For example, it may show the beauty of a flower stall or
an interesting sign. Some photographers use street photography to make a social comment
on issues such as homelessness or racism.

Street photography might require engaging in a conversation with a stranger to get the best
shot. This can be daunting for anyone who is a bit introverted. Vendors are probably the
most approachable if you are new to street photography and are willing to pose or share
details of their craft if you buy something. So, if you are buying vegetables anyway in an
outdoor market, choose a stall that may result in a nice photo.

Street musicians are another great place to start because they are happy to pose if you
throw a bit of change into their hat.

WWW.PATACS.ORG
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You can also ask permission to take someone's photo, as I did with this lady from
Saskatoon. I gave her my card so she could write me if she wanted the photo of her relaxing
afternoon in a Halifax Harbour hammock.

Canadian laws are not strict when it comes to photographing people in public, but you
should check when visiting a foreign country to know what is permissible. In Canada, it is
perfectly legal to take someone's photograph while they are in public, providing you are not
harassing or stalking them, and the photo is not for commercial purposes (if an identifiable
person is the main subject).

(Ed’s Note: Since we're in the US, I feel compelled to add some 1nformat10n 1nto this Canadian-authored
article. As a photographer, this is something I know a bit about. : "

As a general rule in the USA, anyone can take photographs of
whatever they want when- and wherever they want as long as the
subject is in “the public domain”. That is anywhere where one
isn’t expressly prevented from photography.)

However, in order not to infringe on someone's privacy
or make them uncomfortable (especially people with
respect to their children), it never hurts to ask
permission or be very quick. If I'm not getting
permission, I will set up my shot while pointing in a
slightly different direction and swing back only at the
last minute to my intended target. A tip is to hold the
camera at waist level and shoot from there, although it
will take some practice to get to know what will be
captured from this angle. Another way is to shoot at a
wider angle than you need and adjust the crop during
post-processing (aka “post”).
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Cell phones are in some ways better than traditional cameras because they are less obvious,
and you can pretend you are taking a selfie! This is especially easy in high tourist areas
where any number of people will have visible cameras and cell phones.

I am very careful with children in public as it can be very distressing for the parents to see
someone take multiple photos of their child. I take a couple from far away and only post
them if their faces are obscured. Never post a child's photo online taken with a cell phone
(or camera with GPS) that includes their name. A bad person can find the exact location

and call the child to their car by name....not good.
it

Exploring Linux, A Backup Solution for Linux Systems
By Alan German, Treasurer
Ottawa PC Users' Group, Ontario, Canada https://opcug.ca

While several disk imaging programs are available to back up Linux systems, very few
feature a graphical user interface (GUI). Foxclone is one of the exceptions. Furthermore, it
1s open-source software with two major features that make 1t worthy of further
examination.

Foxclone can be downloaded in two versions, each providing an ISO file. One version,
labeled as Standard, is based on Ubuntu Linux Version 18.04 (Bionic Beaver). The Focal
version is based on Ubuntu Linux Version 20.04 (Focal Fossa).

I selected the most recent version and installed the ISO file on a multi-boot USB drive
using Yumi (https://pendrivelinux.com/yumi-multiboot-usb-creator/). Foxclone isn't
supported directly in Yumi, so it is necessary to select 7ry an Unlisted 1SO as the source for
the ISO file. Once the relevant files have been copied, the USB can be booted, and Foxclone
1s listed in the boot menu under the category Unlisted ISOs as the file foxclone51_focal.1iso.

Booting from this menu item loads a Linux desktop that includes icons for Foxclone and the
Foxclone user manual; a file manager and a web browser. The Linux panel (equivalent to
the Windows taskbar) is displayed across the bottom of the screen, with a button to access
the main menu in the lower-left corner. The options available are more limited than those
for a full Linux distro.

However, they still include applications such as a text editor, PDF reader, Terminal, and
the GParted partition editor. Running Foxclone displays the main program window (below)
with sections where the drive is to be backed up, its partitions, and the destination drive
and partition, which can be selected for the backup process. The program scans the
computer's filesystem and populates the entries for the source and target drives.
Consequently, the backup drive must be present when Foxclone is initiated so that it can be
displayed as being available as a target.
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Once a drive to be backed up has been

Fae Lo -+ %
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A final dialogue box requests confirmation of the backup selections, and pressing OK starts
the backup process. The result is essentially a series of compressed image and text (log)
files that relate to the contents of the individual disk partitions (identified here as sdal,
sda2, etc.).

My Book(d (M:) » z_images » Foxclone

s

[1 Mame Date modified Size
[ ] 20240215.backup 2024-02-15 5:42 AM 2KB
| ] 20240215.grub 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 1,024 KB
| | 20240215.5dal.img.gz 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 17,560 KB
[:f' 20240215.5dal-log.txt 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 1KE
| | 20240215.5da2.img.gz 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 21 KB
I:fr 20240215.5da2-log.bet 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 1KB
| | 20240215.5da3.img.gz 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 43,629 KB
[:fr 20240215.5da3-log.ket 2024-02-15 4:58 AM 1KE

Restoring a disk image or partition is essentially the reverse of the backup process and is
accessed through the Restore tab at the top of the program window. Other tabs provide
options to clone disks, verify backups, and change various program settings. An About tab
indicates the software version and its release date, together with a notice that the program
is free software under GNU General Public Licence (GPL) terms.

The Foxclone User Guide (63 pages) can also be downloaded from the developer's website.
The manual provides clear, detailed instructions about every aspect of using the program,
with the text illustrated using annotated screenshots. Documentation is even provided on
the utility programs (image viewer, text editor, etc.) provided in the distribution, with
overviews of disk partitioning and bootloaders.
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Foxclone supports both Linux and Windows, runs from a bootable USB drive, is intuitive,
and has excellent documentation. The program runs a Linux distro as a live USB, and
while this won't be an issue for Linux users, even those familiar only with Windows will
know to double-click the Foxclone icon on the desktop to run the program. The user
interface is simple, and the backup process is easily understandable, so running this
software is worth a try.

Foxclone (Open source)
Copyright © 2019-2024: Andy Hardwick, Larry Hale (1945-2022) @) Foxclone
https://foxclone.org

i

Does the Control Panel still exist?

By Phil Sorrentino, philsorr@yahoo.com, Secretary & Newsletter Contributor
Sun City Center Computer Club https://scccomputerclub.org/

Good question. When Settings appeared in Windows 8 in 2012, it looked like Microsoft
may have been laying the groundwork for moving most of the Control Panel features
over to Settings. That may be true, but here we are, eleven years later, and the Control
Panel still exists. The control panel exists along with Settings in Windows 10 and 11,
though the organization of each changes slightly between Windows 10 and 11.

So, how did we get here? Just a little history. Our very old
friend Control Panel has been part of Microsoft Windows since
version 1.0. Each of the early versions introduced new applets
(small software applications). Being much younger, the Settings
App was first released with Windows 8. In Windows 8, the “PC
Settings” App was designed as a simplified area optimized for
Ealaifiel N 2EatElll touchscreen devices. It included a small portion of Control
Panel functionality on a two-panel full-screen interface.
Windows 8.1 improved the Settings App by including capabilities previously part of the
Control Panel and providing a redesigned organization. It also added a small “Control
Panel” link at the bottom of the left panel to allow users to open the Control Panel.
Unfortunately, that helpful link did not remain in later generations of Settings.
(However, you can always get to the Control Panel by typing “Control” into the search
bar in the taskbar.) Settings categories change with each generation released. In the
first generation Settings App, the categories were: PC and Devices, Accounts, OneDrive,
Search and Apps, Privacy, Network, Time and Language, Ease of Access, Update and
Recovery, and finally Activate Windows (which shows up only if Windows isn’t
activated).

The second generation of the Settings App was included with all releases of Windows 10
in 2016, 2019, and 2022. It included more capabilities that were previously parts of the
Control Panel. Windows Update, part of the Control Panel before Windows 10, was now
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exclusively a part of Settings. This second version brought some changes to the
categories. It contained the following: System, Devices, Phone, Network & Internet,
Personalization, Apps, Accounts, Time & Language, Gaming, Ease of Access, Search,
Cortana, Privacy, Update & Security and finally Mixed Reality (but only if a connected
device met the HoloLens requirements).

The third generation of the Settings App is found in Windows 11. This version has been
significantly redesigned with a new layout and updated icons. (A persistent navigation
sidebar has also been added, providing links to various settings capabilities within the
app.) The Windows 11 Settings App now contains the following categories: System,
Bluetooth & Devices, Network & Internet, Personalization, Apps, Accounts, Time &
Language, Gaming, Accessibility, Privacy & Security, and Windows Update.

The control panel is not apparent or easily found on Windows 10 or 11. If you don’t
have the Control Panel icon on your desktop, you can use the Search bar on the taskbar
to find it. (Though it doesn’t seem obvious or intuitive, in either Windows 10 & 11, if
you want to put the Control Panel icon on your desktop, go to Settings-Personalization-
Themes, select “Desktop icon settings,” and then check the box next to Control Panel
and click Apply.) Control Panel seems to be relegated to the background in Windows 10
and 11. Though there are some differences, once you get to the Control Panel in either
version, it seems to work just about the same.

Adjust your computer’s settings
Date and Time % Default Programs ‘-i Device Encryption ..J',. Device Manager
.'f:? Devices and Printers @ Ease of Access Center File Explorer Options & File History
Eont ndexing Options i‘? nternet Options Kevboard
A Fonts e dexing Optians ternet Options iy eyboarc
ik o - -
mly  Network and Sharing - , N .
- Mo 4 ’ Pha nd Madarr ,P Power Ontions
&» Mouse iy Center # hone and Modem : ower Options
. . . i . Rematedpp and Desktop
P Frograms and Features " Recovery ‘ Region .:.
- Connections
"" Security and Maintenance 1) Sound j Speech Recognition s Storage Spaces
cunty aintena I cog C # torage Spa 1
SupportAssist O35 v . .
E o f - @ Sync Center h System H Taskbar and Nav gation
Recovery - —r :
. - Windows Defender . )
-.; Troubleshooting ““-‘J User Accounts Firewall &y Windows Mobility Center
£ Windows Tools @ Work Folders

Windows 11 Control Panel

“Settings” is much more prominent than Control Panel on Windows 10 and 11. On
Windows 10, Settings is immediately available after the Start button is left-clicked.
(See the gear icon?) If you right-click the start button, you will also see an entry for
“Settings” in the menu. Either method gets you to the same Settings App. On Windows
11, the Settings (gear) icon is probably in the Pinned area of the start menu. If you
don’t see it there after you left-click the start button, it might be on a second-level
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display of the Pinned icons. If there are two dots on the right side of the display of
icons, click the smaller one (or the arrow that appears when you hover over the dot).
That will reveal another group of “Pinned” icons. If it is there, you are set. If it is not
present, click “All apps >” and you will see it in the “All apps” alphabetical list. Right-
click Settings and click “Pin to start,” it will be easier to find the next time you need it.
You can also click “More” and then “Pin to taskbar” to pin it to the taskbar if you expect
to use it often. (You will also notice “App settings” next to a gear icon. This will take
you to the “Apps — Installed Apps — Settings” screen, which provides some general
control over apps.)

In Windows 11, no matter how you get to the Settings App, the persistent navigation
sidebar controls the action. The left panel is the Navigation panel, and the right panel
presents the capabilities selected in the navigation panel. Initially, “Settings” starts
with “System” in the navigation panel, and the System capabilities are shown in the
right panel. Choosing a capability by clicking on a capability in the right panel gets you
to the capabilities presented on the next screen. After you reach a capabilities screen,
clicking the ®= (arrow) next to “Settings” at the top left corner will get you back to the
Settings screen. (This “back arrow” is used throughout the Settings App to get you back
to the previous screen.)

So, for now, at least, the Control Panel is still an integral part of Windows 10 and 11,
though it seems that without the Search bar, it might not be easy to find. Maybe, as
time passes and we get updates, more Control Panel capabilities will be moved into
Settings. Control Panel may eventually disappear, but only Microsoft knows what the
future holds for Control Panel.

#itHt

HEIC File Type — Should I care about this file type?

By Phil Sorrentino, philsorr@yahoo.com,
Secretary & Newsletter Contributor, Sun City Center Computer Club
https://scccomputerclub.org/

HEIC is the name of the file format that Apple uses for images taken with an iPhone or
1Pad. Even if you don’t have Apple equipment, you may have received a picture with the
.heic file extension from someone with an iPhone. I got one just a few weeks ago. (Though I
have read that when a photo is sent or exported from an 10S device to a non-10S device, the
image is typically converted from an HEIC file to a JPG/JPEG file.)

HEIC stands for High Efficiency Image Container. Advanced, modern compression
methods allow photos to be created in smaller file sizes while retaining a higher image
quality than JPG. Since Apple’s release of 10S 11 in 2017, the iPhone has, by default,
produced images in the HEIC format, so it’s been around for quite a while. HEIC, also
known as HEIF (more below), is a more efficient format than JPG because it creates
smaller files, in some cases up to half the size, even though the quality of the images is
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about the same. (Similarly, High-Efficiency Video Coding (HEVC) is the default video file
type for video files for some Apple products.) In switching from JPG to HEIC, Apple has
lowered the space needed to store the image files so they can keep up with the increasing
quality and resolution of their smartphone cameras. This has led other manufacturers,

including Microsoft and Canon, to embrace the HEIF format. The Moving Picture Experts
Group (MPEG) is the developer of the original HEIF and HEVC technologies and JPG.

An HEIC file contains one or more images saved in the High-Efficiency Image Format
(HEIF) and metadata describing each image. HEIC files are most commonly saved with the
.heic extension but may also use the .heif extension. This newer standard offers 25% to
50% better data compression at the same quality level. HEIC allows you to store multiple
1mages in one file. If your phone has burst mode functionality, you can capture multiple
high-quality action shots of a moving subject with a single click. Then, with multiple
images in a file, you can convert HEIC files into GIF's to make moving animations from
your stored sequences of images. (The GIF file type is an animation created from a
sequence of still images.)

A brief technical review shows two main types of digital image files: raster and vector.
JPEG, JPG, and JPE are all file extensions that refer to the same file format: JPG 1is
probably the most common name. Each refers to the Joint Photographic Experts Group
“Raster Image” file type. Raster Image file types are images produced when scanning or
photographing an object. The image is compiled using a matrix of pixels, or tiny dots
containing unique color and tonal information, organized into rows and columns, or a grid,
that creates the image. Other common image file types are bmp, png, tiff, and raw (raw
being the largest of all the file types and perhaps best described as an unprocessed digital
negative). Wikipedia provides a comparison between JPG variations and HEIF.

And just for completeness,
Vector images are made up of
points, lines, curves, and shapes
based on mathematical
formulas. When you scale up a
vector image file, there is no loss
of quality, so it can be sized to
HEIF files at similar file sizes however large or small you need
it. When you scale up a raster

Comparison of JPEG, JPEG 2000, JPEG XR and

Can you tell the difference?

1mage, it can become pixilated, blocky, and possibly unrecognizable.

Remember that i0S is Apple’s mobile device OS (iPhone and iPad), and MacOS is the Apple
computer OS. When Apple added HEIF support to 10S, they also added HEIF support to
MacOS. Then, in 2018, Google followed suit by adding HEIF support to Android
(smartphones and tablets), and Microsoft added HEIF support to Windows. To open HEIC
files in Microsoft applications, users may have to manually install the Microsoft HEIF
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1mage extension and HEVC video extension packages from the Microsoft Store, though that
was not my experience.

If you have a .heic image on a Windows 10 system that you want to view, locate the file with
File Explorer and then double-click the image; if it opens, great. If it doesn’t open, right-
click the image and select “Open With > Photos.” If the Photos app prompts you to
download the HEIF image extension, click the “Download and Install it now” link to get it
free from the Microsoft Store. But if your Windows 10 is up to date, the .heic file will
probably open with Photos. Although the extension software for images (HEIC image
viewer, converter) is free, there is a one-time cost of $0.99 for the video extension software
(HECV Video Extensions). (Note that photos here refer to Microsoft Photos, not Google
Photos.) If you have Windows 11, you might not notice that the .heic image is any different
than any other picture on your system, most likely because .heic support is included in the
Windows 11 Photos App. You will not notice a difference if you don’t have the Show “File
name extensions” option checked” in File Explorer because then the file type part of the file
name (the part after the*”) is not shown, and you won't see the type of file you are viewing.

HEIC and JPG have advantages and disadvantages depending on their intended use. The
OS developer’s and a computer user’s point of view may differ. HEIC files take up less
space than JPG files and still produce the same—if not better—quality images. However,
HEIC is currently limited to specific platforms and software due to its lack of compatibility
and acceptance. In those instances, you may first have to use a converter to convert the
HEIC files to JPG. In the long run, you may not need to care much about the HEIC format,
but it will not be a mystery if you find one on your system.

i

Where to Get e-books...
By Tom Burt, tomburt89134@cox.net, Vice President
Sun City Summerlin Computer Club https://www.scscc.club

As we approach summer, a perennial challenge is to find new, interesting, fun books to
read. Lately, e-books have been a popular choice. With the maturing of the electronic book
(e-book) format and industry, it should be more accessible than ever to find the right title,
purchase it, download it to your book reader, smartphone, or tablet, and read it. In practice,
things aren't quite that simple, so you may want to read on.

E-book formats

There are two main e-book formats: Amazon Kindle and E-Pub. There are hardware and
software readers for each. Both formats support digital rights management (copy
protection) so that the purchaser of a book can't share it with more than a few others.
Amazon mainly uses the Kindle format. E-Pub is used by Barnes & Noble and Kobo and for
many self-published books. Adobe PDF and HTML are also often used for e-books. Apple's
1Book format is a variation of E-Pub.
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When buying an e-book, it's essential to know its format so you can be sure your reader
device or program can retrieve and display the book. A common problem for Amazon's
Kindle or Fire tablet owners is that they do not support the E-Pub format; you need to
convert the EPUB file to Amazon's proprietary format, AZW, using a conversion tool like
Calibre.

E-Book Websites

Here's a list of e-book websites with links to each:

* Amazon Kindle Store www.amazon.com

« Barnes & Noble http:/www.barnesandnoble.com

« Kobo www.kobo.com

« Apple Books https://www.apple.com/apple-books/

* Open Library https://openlibrary.org/

« Project Gutenberg (60,000 free e-books) https://www.gutenberg.org/
* Be sure to check your local library as well

Let's look at a few of them in more depth.
Amazon Kindle

The Amazon bookstore is vast. You can buy books in hardcover, paperback, audio, and e-
book format. As with all Amazon shopping, the search is very smart, and you can set filters
to narrow choices. You can click on items in the search results to view details and add them
to your shopping cart.

E-books are delivered (downloaded) to the reading device you specify if buying for yourself.
You can also specify that you are buying for someone else and enter the giftee's information
so they can receive the book.

You need an Amazon Kindle or Fire Reader tablet or Amazon's free Kindle Reader app to
read Kindle books. There are Windows, macOS, Linux, Android, and 10S versions.

If you subscribe to Amazon Prime, you can access an extensive collection of e-books at no
charge via the Prime Reading service. You can access up to ten e-books for as long as you
wish. When you want another, return or buy one of the ten you have.

The Amazon Fire HD 10 tablet with 32 GB of storage currently costs $89.99. (Ed’s Note: this is

a limited time deal.)

Barnes and Noble

Barnes and Noble sells books in "Nook book" (E-Pub) format, paperback, and hardcover.
B&N also sells a family of Nook reader tablets and has a free reader app. You can set up an
account on B&N and enjoy special pricing, free e-books, and other perks.


http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
http://www.kobo.com/
https://www.apple.com/apple-books/
https://openlibrary.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Amazon_Fire_HD_10/dp/B0BL5XPDR6
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The Nook book reader is a 10.1-inch Lenovo Tab M10 HD Tablet, Android 9.0, with 32GB
Storage. It has full access to the Google Play Store apps. This would include the free
Amazon Kindle Reader app for Android. So, a Nook reader tablet could double as a Kindle
Reader, allowing you to shop for books in either Nook or Kindle format.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg was founded by Michael Hart, who invented e-books in 1971. Its website
claims to have 60,000 titles in its library. All these titles are completely free. Most are
"classics" that are out of copyright. For example, I searched for Albert Einstein and found
an English translation of his Special and General Relativity expositions.

I tried downloading a copy of Herman Melville's "Moby Dick" in Kindle format and was able
to read it using the free Calibre book reader app on my PC. The Amazon Kindle Reader app
wasn't able to open the book. I'll try to find out why and see if I can copy the e-book to my
Amazon Fire tablet and read it there.

Hopefully, that will help you learn more about e-books and how to get them. I love them
because of their convenience and ease of reading. And they take up zero space in the house.
HHt
On your editor’s recent
trip to Alaska in late July,
2024, when our group left
the Glacier Bay National
Park Lodge at 0715, it was
gray, foggy, rainy, and
chilly. When we arrived
65 miles to the north at
the foot of Mt. Abbe over-
looking Johns Hopkins
Inlet in Glacier Bay,
~ around 1130, it wasn’t.
" We simply could not have
) had a nicer day.

=% Photo Info:

¢ Camera: Canon R5

| Lens: Canon RF 24-105 f/4
LIS USM

¥ Exposure Info:

1/2000s, /6.3, ISO 100,
focal length: 33mm
Processed in Lightroom
Classic.

©Henry S. Winokur -~
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TEMP-RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

»
Meeting schedule (Zoom=0nline Only, Hybrid=Online/In-person)
1 Wednesday 7:00 - 9 PM Arlington General Meeting Hybrid
3" Monday 7:00 - 9 PM Board of Directors Meeting Zoom
3" Saturday 12:45 - 3:30 PM Fairfax General Meeting Hybrid
4™ Wednesday 7:00 - 9 PM Technology & PC Help Desk Hybrid
Arlington Mtg: 5711 S. 4th ST, Arl. VA Fairfax Mtg: 4210 Roberts RD., Fairfax,

Meetings are Hybrid or Zoom (as above)

Fairfax Health/Safety:
Online Meeting Access Will Be Sent Via Email

PATACS Event Information
Messages may be left at 703-370-7649
Website: https://www.patacs.org
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