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Share your suggestions
on how you have both
survived and thrived in
our very unusual times.

I took a journaling class that sounded
like 1t would be between quite interest-
ing and excellent. By Zoom on a Satur-
day morning made it even more attrac-
tive. Also, a group of us who were ex-
ploring journaling took the class togeth-
er. It was based on a book, Your Brain
on Ink by Deborah Ross and Kathleen
Adams. We were most fortunate to have
Deborah Ross as our instructor. It got
rather technical, but here are the basics:
Our brains are wired to absorb negatives
much more than positives.

According to Deborah: To your brain,
negatives are like Velcro and positives
are like Teflon. When they invented the
machines that can determine how your
brain is functioning at the moment, they
were able to observe brain reactions and
soon realized that each brain can change
the way it reacts. Therefore—the more
we concentrate on the positive (Teeflon),
the more positives will begin to register
in our brains (Velcro).
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At first, it sounded like an interesting,
but unlikely theory. However, as the
class progressed, it seemed to just gen-
tly sneak up on me. To be fair, it proba-
bly is impacted by the COVID-19 vac-
cine and the hope/expectation that all of
this isolation is gradually lessening, but
it seems not totally. I find myself, even
when watching the news, to be aware of
more positives than in the past.
Interesting!

We can all realize how fortunate we are
to have PATACS, a group of very smart
people, who have such an attitude of
generosity and kindness in sharing their
many skills. Think of the learning curve
and all of the hours our leaders worked
to increase their skill level to offer the
excellent Zoom programs.

Do share things that have helped you to

both survive and thrive in this unusual

time — both big snd little ideas.
editor(at)patacs.org

And we can all feel grateful for our new

discoveries that we can

continue to enjoy.

Kathy Perrin, Co-editor

The iPhone Camera is Just Super............ page 10
Computer Problem Solutions ................. page 12
Roybi RObOt. ..., page 14
PATACS Information......................... page 15
Meeting Calendar....................ccoveeee page 16



Page 2

Backing Up
By Dan Douglas, President,
Space Coast PC Users Group
The Space Coast Journalwww.spcug.com
datadan (at) msn.com

We’ve discussed the subject of performing
backups recently at our meetings, so |
thought I would update the article I wrote
on the topic back in 2018.

Two types of files are required to be
backed up. There are your personal files,
normally stored in the following folders
under your login account in Windows:
Desktop, Documents, Downloads, Favor-
ites, Music, Pictures, and Videos. Each
user that has an account on a PC has their
own set of these folders.

If the user only uses the programs that
come with Windows or has a standard

set of programs that they add to Windows
that are can be easily re-installed either
from a DVD/CD backup or a download
file, then that makes backup and recovery
much easier.

The other type of files to be backed up
would be the Windows System Files.
These include the Windows Operating
System itself plus all of the programs/
apps, files, and data used by those pro-
grams/apps.

If you have all of your personal files
backed up and you have the files required
to reinstall your programs, then you can
easily get a replacement PC or hard drive
restored completely.

Just about every PC user has heard that
they should back up their PC, but based
upon what I’ve seen, only about 20%
have an active plan in place.
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The reasons that I’ve been told that users
do not perform backups regularly are along
these lines:

+ Idon’t know how to set it up

+ It will slow down my computer too
much

+ It’s too costly
+ I forgettodoit

None of these are acceptable excuses any-
more!

Let’s go through these one by one and see
how to address the issues.

Setting up your backup

In Control Panel, under every version of
Windows since Vista, there is an app
named Backup and Restore. This app is
suitable for 99% of the user community.

This app lets you pick a target location for
where your backup will be stored either on
a local drive or a network storage location,
which can include cloud storage. A sched-
ule can be set for what frequency you want
to use for creating your backups: daily and
what time of day, or weekly by day of the
week and time of day, or monthly by day
of the month and at what time of day. You
can also determine if you want just your
file libraries backed up or the whole disk
(s). In both cases, a System Image will al-
ways be created as well. The System Im-
age can be used by a restore program to
exactly duplicate your hard drive onto a
new PC or a new hard drive. The retention
period can also be set for how long to keep
a backup for or you can allow Windows to
manage the space and to automatically re-
place the oldest backup with the newest.

Continued Page 3
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Selecting the best time to perform your
backup

When you select the time of day to run the
backup as described in the previous section,
you must pick a time when your computer
will be powered on. The backup program
cannot power on a PC that is turned off. So
if you set it to each Sunday at 7 pm, make
sure you leave your PC on every Sunday
evening. A backup that runs when you are
using the PC can impact your responsive-
ness and will take longer to complete than
running at a time when no one is using the
PC.

Cost of running the backup

Since the backup program is included with
every copy of Windows, there is no soft-
ware cost. In addition, almost all external
backup drives include a backup program of
some sort. Cloning/backup software from
Macrium is also recommended. The only
cost is that of providing a backup drive, ei-
ther as a local hard drive or a network-
accessible location such as a Network Ac-
cessible Storage (NAS) or cloud storage.
This drive can be used for other purposes so
even that cost can be split across other ac-
tivities. An external 5TB USB 3.0 drive can
be bought for less than $130 lately, so that’s
cheap insurance for not losing all of your
data.

Set it once and it’s automatic

As we saw in the sections above, once you
set up the backup program, it will run auto-
matically as long as the backup location is
accessible and the computer is turned on at
the scheduled time. Perhaps a repeating cal-
endar reminder note will help make sure
that you are always protected!

Restoring from a backup is best suited to
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lot of computers recently where the owner
complains of poor performance and, upon
investigation, I’ve been able to determine
that it was a hard drive failing that was
causing the lack of responsiveness. The
hard drive would sometimes retry reading a
file hundreds of times before either being
successful or unsuccessful. This causes the
hard drive to fall behind in any other re-
quests for data and therefore the whole sys-
tem slows down.

The File History app, which was intro-
duced in Windows 8, is the best program to
use for restoring individual files. Every
time a file is created, changed, or deleted, a
copy can be written to the file history back-
up drive. This drive can then be used to re-
store a previous version if required. This is
a great recovery tool if you are ever a vic-
tim of a ransomware attack where your
personal files are encrypted. You can add
additional directories to be backed up in
addition to the normal set of personal file
folders.

The option to “Save copies of files” speci-
fies how often File History runs automatic
backups. The default is hourly, but you can
set the frequency to 10, 15, 20, or 30
minutes; 3, 6, or 12 hours; or choose to
back up files once a day. Please note that a
new version is created only when at least
one item has changed in the file. The
“Keep saved versions” option specifies
how long to keep the backups. By default,
these are kept forever, but you can also se-
lect 1, 3, 6, or 9 months, or 1 or 2 years. If
your backup drives are tight on space, you
can select the “Until space is needed” op-
tion and risk losing older backups quickly.

The best approach is to use the Backup and

situations where your hard drive is damaged Restore program regularly, perhaps just us-

and some files can no longer be accessed or
the system won’t even boot up. I’ve seen a

ing the System Image

backup function, together ~ Continued Page 4
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with File History to fully protect all of
your important files and folders. That way
you will be protected against both hard-
ware failures of the hard drive as well as
accidental deletion or corruption of im-
portant documents.

Don’t pass up the free cloud storage from
Microsoft, Google, and others that can
supplement what you back up to a local/
network drive. Cloud storage is impracti-
cal for full drive/image backups due to the
extremely long time that it would take to
do a full recovery over the internet, but
for individual files, it’s great.

To Zoom on Camera Or Not?
By Gabe Goldberg

I've resisted turning on my camera when
Zooming—I hate being on camera and |
find seeing my image distracting. A friend
responds to requests for camera use by
warning that he might not be wearing
pants.

So I mostly display my profile picture,
taken in a picturesque setting (high-up bal-
cony at former Newseum museum with
DC skyline in background).

But at the pandemic's beginning, a Wash-
ington Post article “How social distancing
could ultimately teach us how to be less
lonely” <https://tinyurl.com/rpcrdr4>
advised, “While practicing social distanc-
ing, it is important to rely instead on tech-
nologies that provide a simulacrum for
true contact, especially those that allow us
to see each other, such as Skype and
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FaceTime.” So I've weakened, and occa-
sionally turned on my camera.

But now this article, “Turn off that cam-
era during virtual meetings, environmen-
tal study says” <https://tinyurl.com/
yycogdw?2> says, “It's not just to hide
clutter anymore—add ‘saving the planet’
to the reasons you leave the camera off
during your next virtual meeting.” It goes
on to explain environmental impacts of
added bandwidth use.

Besides, just recently, several Zoom
meetings I attended had audio difficulties
resolved when speakers turned off their
cameras, displaying only a still image or
default Zoom silhouette.

So it's a more complicated issue than be-
ing camera shy or wanting to make eye
contact: there's no right answer.

Cx=l==)

Knowledge is Your Best Defense

Windows Defender and Firewall
By David Kretchmar,
Computer Technician

Sun City Summerlin Computer Club
https://www.scscc.club
dkretch (at) gmail.com

There 1s a lot of confusion regarding
Windows computer security. Some re-
views of anti-virus software will state that
Windows Defender is very poor, while
others will say that it is very good. I
would personally call it entirely adequate
while lacking some features.

Continued Page 5
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Microsoft Windows Defender originally
was considered pretty weak. However,
over the past five years, beginning with
Windows 8 and continued in Windows 10,
Microsoft has upped its game. Windows
Defender, through several upgrades to
Windows 10 and weekly updates, has be-
come a real challenge to malware devel-
opers.

Windows Defender was originally known
as Microsoft Security Essentials back in
the days of Windows 7, when it was of-
fered as a separate download. Now it’s
built into Windows 10 and is enabled by
default.

I've been using only Windows Defender
and Windows Firewall from the day I
moved to Windows 10 in 2015, and I have
not found a virus infestation in any of my
four computers.

Different protections

There are different types of malware pro-
tection available which many people
wrongly think are the same and label it
under antivirus. Within antivirus software
there are multiple parts; the two major
ones are “Scan time Detection” and “Run
time Detection.”

Scan time detection detects malware
based on analyzing an application’s soft-
ware executable and is only as good as its
latest virus definition updates. Scan time
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protection depends on recognizing known
malware signatures and types and uses that
information to determine an executable’s
validity (or bogusness).

Virus definitions need to be periodically
updated so its definitions include the latest

VIRUSSH
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Run time detection detects malware
based on the way it runs, system functions
it calls, and system files it accesses. The
run time A/V software then analyses this
information to determine whether the ap-
plication is malicious or has similarities to
known malicious software. This is also
known as heuristic analysis. Heuristic
analysis is incorporated into more ad-
vanced security software to detect new
threats before they cause harm, without
the need for a specific signature. New vi-
ruses are called “zero-day.” The best pro-
tection against these is a real-time scanner
which analyzes how software behaves on
your PC. Recently this is one area where
Windows defender has excelled.

The firewall
These days the firewall is a major part of
the security system, preventing unauthor-
ized connections to your system by mali-
cious software. The Windows firewall
does the exact same job of blocking in-
coming connections as any third-party
firewall. Third-party firewalls like the one
included with Norton may generate pop
Continued Page 6
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ups more often,
informing you that
they’re working
and maybe asking
for your input. The
Windows firewall

ig&
just quietly does its

thankless job in the background.

Windows Firewall is enabled by default
and should still be working unless you’ve
disabled it manually or installed a third-
party firewall. You can find its interface
under Settings, Updates and Security,
Firewall and Network Protection.

You are the best defense

Some experts feel that if you know how
to use a personal computer, what to
browse on the web, where to click, where
not to click, which software to install and
which link to click, then you don't need
anti-virus software. But you need to al-
ways be aware. Think before you click on
anything, and never download third party
software onto your system unless you un-
derstand exactly what it will do
(generally, you don’t).

Free alternatives to Windows Defender
If you don’t feel Windows Defender is
adequate, and you don’t want to pay for
protection, I suggest you look at the
Avast or AVG free antivirus editions.
Both can do a good job of protecting your
computer. These third-party products of-
fer some features that Windows Defender
lacks, such as on-line monitoring for po-
tential exploits. They are available from:
Avast: https://www.avast.com/en-us/
index#pc
AVG: https://www.avg.com/en-us/free-
antivirus-download

I have used both and

both are very good.

PATACS Posts

APRIL 2021

Tis the Season for

Fraudulent Email
By David Kretchmar,
Computer Technician
Sun City Summerlin Computer Club
https://www.scscc.club
dkretch (at) gmail.com

You have probably already received
emails that appear to come from a bank or
other online service requesting that you
verify account credentials. You might
have been asked to provide personal in-
formation including account and credit
card numbers and passwords. This is a
standard phishing technique; oddly, the
sender is asking for information they
should already have.

Unfortunately, during the COVID-19
pandemic, we’ve seen once again that
phishing lures are mutating and they’re
often hard to recognize.

Phishing is a form of social engineering
email attack in which the sender tries to
gain access to login credentials, to get
confidential information, or to deliver a
virus. This is accomplished by tricking
humans like you and me.

“If you can’t spot

a phishing email,

you could be the
next victim.”

Scammers know there’s a good chance
that any message will be scanned for ma-
licious content by the security software of
your browser and mail provider. Chrome,
Edge, and most other browsers are pretty
decent about stopping known spam, but
plenty still gets through. Scammers are
constantly changing techniques.

Continued Page 7
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Since the coronavirus pandemic started to
unfold, fraudsters have wasted no time in
trying to profit from the uncertainty and fear
connected to the crisis. In March 2020,

CYBEB "¢
_e . §
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when this all started, there was a flood of
COVID-19 themed spam, spreading mal-
ware, phishing for sensitive information, or
offering bogus products.

According to Google, every day in March
scammers sent 18 million phishing emails
about COVID-19 to Gmail users, which
Google blocked. In April Google was block-
ing more than 100 million phishing emails a
day. And these are just the phishing emails
the tech giant blocked. Yet some still appear
in your Inbox, and if you can’t spot a phish-
ing email, you could be the next victim.

It is no surprise that the coronavirus pan-
demic has become a top subject for attack-
ers. The appearance of any crisis brings new
circumstances that provide a new environ-
ment for cybercriminals to innovate. At the
same time, phishing attacks have also bene-
fited from the number of new remote work-
ers.

So how do you recognize suspicious
emails?

Look at the sender email address

The sender’s email address is the first place
to look. If it looks “funny” or unfamiliar be
careful with that message. You can see the
email address by hovering your mouse over
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the ‘from’ address but don'’t click.
Scammers’ email addresses used to be
anonymous or had very generic names
with many numbers. Sometimes the
sender’s email address won’t match the
sender’s name or the body of the mes-
sage.

Receiving emails about a problem with
your account from financial institutions
with whom you have no relationship is
a laughable tell. But if you do get an
email claiming to be from your bank,
closely review the email address. The
email address is sometimes the only
sign of a scam, due to how professional
the messages look. If you feel the email
might be legitimate, check your account
the way you would normally access it
(not a link provided in the email).

Keep in mind that any big outfit is go-

¥
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ing to have an eponymous address i.e.,
you contact PayPal at an address that
includes paypal.com.

Be suspicious of attached files or un-
familiar links

Cyber criminals’ emails might contain
malware or send you to a malicious
web destination. If you are at all
suspicious, don’t click. Legitimate ser-
vice providers don’t send messages

Continued Page 8
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requesting you to log in via an embedded
link. Also, do not open any attached files—
once they are opened, these attachments
can install malware to give someone else
control over your computer. They can then
initiate attacks on other computers, includ-
ing by sending spam (often infected) to
every contact in your address book.

Watch for poor English

Poor grammar or words used in an unusual
way are possible indications of phishing.
Always be suspicious; looking for unusual
language and vocabulary, or misspelled
words can help prevent you from becoming
the next victim. Poor spelling and other
grammar mistakes are common with phish-
ing emails that have been translated from
other languages. This kind of clue is less
common today because the quality of social
engineering has improved, so you are likely
to receive a more professional presentation.
Another thing that can signal an attempted
attack is generic greetings such as “Dear
recipient” or “Dear friend.”

There’s sometimes a purpose behind mis-
spellings and poor syntax. Cybercriminals
most successfully prey on uneducated com-
puter users, knowing them to be less ob-
servant and therefore easier targets.

Is it too good to be true or is it frighten-
ing?

Social engineering focuses on two human
weaknesses, fear and greed. Does the email
promise you a windfall of cash? Does it
suggest you inherited

PATACS Posts

a fortune or will be
paid a fortune to help
someone move money
out of their country?
Here’s an idea: Search

Congratulations,
You Have Won
A Million
Dollars.

~

Google for the same

/4
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message, or a key phrase from that mes-
sage. You'll often see that many other
people have received the same or similar
fraudulent message.

Would-be cybercriminals using social en-
gineering methods are very opportunistic.
For example, this time of the year the
names of shopping websites such as Ama-
zon and Mayfair are used in sending out
millions of emails claiming issues with
your account or recent order and asking
for personal information. They know con-
sumers are most likely to have made pur-
chases this time of the year.

The scammer wants to panic you into do-
ing something. Don’t be threatened by an
email. Does the message urgently ask for
help or otherwise appeal to your emo-
tions? These are common techniques. Do
not respond to an email threatening to
suspend your account if you do not an-
swer in a short time.

Homoglyph attacks

Homoglyph attacks rely on replacing
characters in addresses with ones that
look similar, or are the same, but belong
to different alphabets. These attacks are
extremely dangerous for users because
there is a very limited chance of detecting
the trick. Like the attack on PayPal users
in which the address contained the
“correct letters” taken from our Latin al-
phabet — with two exceptions. The attack-
ers replaced both instances of the letter P
with a “P” look-like letter, but from a dif-
ferent alphabet. This “P” look-alike letter
was taken from the Russian alphabet,
where it is equivalent to the letter R. With
this kind of attack, you are dependent on
the other clues discussed in this article to
protect yourself.

www.patacs.org
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Windows Blue Screen of Death

By Dan Douglas, President,
Space Coast PC Users Group
The Space Coast PC Journal

WWW.SCPCUg.com
datadan (at) msn.com.

At a recent learning center meeting, we re-
viewed what that dreaded Windows blue

Your PC ran into a problem that it couldn't
handle, and now it needs to restart.

Tihs L e e B i il AL IMETUALTATR G FARED

screen of death (BSOD) meant when it stat-
ed it was performing a system dump. Let
me explain that in detail here:

When the operating system, which is Win-
dows for most of us, encounters an abnor-
mal or crash situation where it doesn’t have
a pre-determined way to recover, the BSOD
will usually occur. In order to provide de-
tails about what programs were loaded at
the time of the crash and what actions or
clicks may have been processing, a system
dump file is created. I
that caused the BSOD, -

from happening in fu-

ture releases of Windows. This is why Win-

dows gets regular updates automatically
from Microsoft. Each of those updates is

A system dump file is
used by Microsoft to
fix potential situations
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designed to improve or correct the op-
eration of different components of Win-
dows or its applications. In those cases
where the situation is so bad that Win-
dows can’t even present the BSOD, the
whole PC will just restart.

By default, Windows is set to create a
dump file when a crash situation is en-
countered. If you do not want to create
a dump file you can adjust that setting.
Depending upon the version of Win-
dows 10 that you’re on, the manner to
get to the advanced system settings tab
can differ. This set of instructions will
work on any:

1) Click on the control panel - if you
can’t find the icon, use the Windows 10
search bar at the lower left of your
screen to locate it.

2) Click on the System app.

3) Click on Advanced System Settings
or Advanced item.

4) Click on Startup and Recovery - Set-
tings.

5) Under System Failure — check
“Write an event to the system log” and
check “Automatically restart.”

6) Where the “Write debugging infor-
mation” is, click on the drop-down ar-
row and choose (none).

With these settings, your computer will
not create a system dump file but will
record an error in your system log file
which is much quicker. I’'m sure Mi-
crosoft will get lots of system dumps
with situations similar to yours, without
you having to clog up yourhard drive
with dump files to be uploaded to
Microsoft.

www.patacs.org
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The iPhone Camera is Just Super
By Jim Cerny

Director, Sarasota Technology Users Group
January 2021 issue, STUG Monitor-
www.thestug.org
director3 (at) thestug.org

Do you remember taking
a camera with you to
take photos? Do you re-
member something
called “film”? Today our
smartphones take won-
derful photos and have
many options available for us to make
our pictures even better. In this article,
we are going to review some of the fun
options on the Apple iPhone, and they
are available on other smartphones as
well. They all begin by opening the
“camera” app on your iPhone (or
smartphone). Once you select an option,
the phone may suggest other options or
actions for you, such as moving closer or
farther from the subject.

Photo — this is the de-
fault option, the
“mode” you get by de-
fault when you open
the camera app. Also

| by default, your camera
will use a flash if it is
needed (you can turn
the flash option “off” if
you wish, the icon is a small lightning
bolt).

What are “live” photos? -- with Live
Photos, your iPhone records what hap-
pens 1.5 seconds before and after you
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snap the photo; it's a moment captured
with movement and sound.

You take a Live Photo just like you do a
traditional photo. You can tap an area on
your screen to change the focus or expo-
sure to a certain area or to see other op-
tions.

Reverse camera — In the bottom-right area
of your screen is a circular icon of two
white arrows pointing clockwise.

Touch this icon to use the camera on the
opposite side of your device; this is how
all those young people take “selfies.” Yes,
your iPhone has two cameras!

Time-Lapse — This will

take a periodic or a se- -y
quence of photos. Touch | ~ 4 e
the shutter button once to ’ 4

start and again to stop the |
sequence. This sounds like J
fun, but I have yet to try it.

Video — When you select this option the
shutter button changes from white to RED.
Tap it to start your video and again to stop.
Yes, you can edit videos, but I will leave
that for you to “Ask Google”.

Slo-Mo — Use this option as you would
“video” above, but you will have a slow-
motion effect. If this is something that in-
terests you, be sure to “Ask Google” about
using this effect in different ways.

Photo — the default option — see above.

Continued Page 11
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Portrait — This option
will keep your subject
in sharp focus and
blur the background a
little. This gives you
stunning professional-
looking portrait pho-
tos.

Pano — This pantographic option will cap-
ture a very wide photo, almost a full circle

around you. Hit the button and move the
camera slowly in the direction of the arrow
(left to right — you can “pan” right to left if
you touch the arrow to change the direc-
tion). This is a very cool and wonderful
option. Try it on a wide sunset or a street
view to get a super-wide photo.

T N e T e
= Y \‘:"#: b §* o

Square — This will take a square photo
(not rectangular) which is best for use in
social media

If you have a different smartphone than an
iPhone, look for these options, they are
probably available on your device too.

And remember the MANY free apps avail-
able for you to edit your photos after you
take them.
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Copy the ones you
want to keep to
your favorite photo

storage area, like £
Google Photos for ‘\0 4
example, which 00062

can be set to auto-
matically save
them for you.

Finally, to get the most out of your
phone camera, take time to find out more
about the options you like to use the
most, you will be surprised what it can
do. I think the next release will have a
photo “X-ray” option to take photos
through walls!

www.patacs.org
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Searching for Solutions
to Computer Problems

Tom Burt, Vice-President
Sun City Summerlin Computer Club
https://www/scscc/club
tomburt89134 (at) cox.net

A while back, I was diligently working on
the weekly meal plan and shopping list for
our happy household. I do this by copying
the previous week’s plan and editing it
while reviewing the online versions of the
local supermarket weekly ads. My meal
plan Word document has two columns:
one for the menus and one for the shop-
ping list. Here’s a screenshot below:

I was working on it last week and, sud-
denly, when I tried to place the Word cur-
sor at a location within the table so that I
could type in some changes, the cursor
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| MENUS:
Friday PGA
01/22/21 Chicken breasts tikka-masala w omon, coconut
milk, cooked lentils, spices on rice, salad
Saturday PGA
01723721 Spin pea soup w ham, carrols, onion, celery
parsley, fruit
Sunday NFL, PGA, David
01724/21 Beef stew, onions, celery, camots, mushrooms,
hma beans, flour, wine on mashed polaloes,
chips & guac, ice cream
| Monday
01/25/21 Grilled tuna & cheese melts, veggie munchies
Tuesday KK 8:30 AM
01/26/21 Leftover pea soup, fruit
Wednesday
0127721 Camy.in (EOT) Fish & chips?
Thursday
01/28/21 Grilled steak, tater lots, cole skaw, fruit
sauteed mushrooms
| Beef: steak (3). hamburger (9), meatballs (1), chuck (2)
Chicken: breasts (5), thighs (2), legs (1); whole (0); Turkey (1)
Pork: chops (3), Fillets (3), ribs (0), roast (0); Lamb: ground (0)
Other: sausage (2), shomp (2), pepperom (2), ham steak (1)
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simply could not be placed anywhere in-
side either table. All the tools in the ribbon
were clickable. I saved and closed the
document and Word. When I reopened the
document, the cursor worked properly for
a bit until I clicked something outside the
table; then once again I couldn’t place it
anywhere inside the table. By repeatedly
closing the document and reopening it, |
was able to finish the meal plan, print it,
and hand it off to Mrs. Burt, so she could
plan out her weekly shopping expedition.
However, this was not going to be viable
long term.

Later that day, I decided to search the web
to see if others had experienced this prob-
lem. I used Google and entered word 365
won't accept cursor in table as my
search criteria.

GROCERY SHOPPING LIST: |
Meat: St | Dairy / Deli: St
NY Steak bols 5 Ib Fr Al | Milk?

Bacon 240z 5 Fri Al Eogs AA LIg 18

Beef roasts bols 3.47 b Al Yoghurt - Yoplait .49 g3 Al
Beel chuck hpls 2 99 b Sm

Ham steak 2 99 |b Sm

Produce: 5t | Canned | Bottled: St
Bananas Sodas?

Grapes Veggies & fruit

Large Avocados Sourkraut

Mushrooms Red cabbage?

Salad mix?

Onions?

Tomatoes?

Lamaon(s)

Swawbermies 167 I =m

Dry ! Frozen [ Misc.: St | Costco: St
Split peas? Gas Dread Nuts Dagels

Continued Page 13
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I browsed through the first page of search results and the
fifth item down from the top was the following:

find that v

cursor in a cell, it display abnormally, such as .

e Vvisiie Nnis paqe mes 95 |€ =

People also search for

can't type in table in word

why can't i type in column in word
can't type in excel 2007

www.datanumen.com » blogs » 6-ways-resolve-issue-u

6 Ways to Resolve the Issue when Unable to Input Anything ...

r 24, 2020 — There are situations when we receive a Word document from others, but only to
ve are unable to enter either text or data into Word tables

cant select text in word table
how do i enable typing in excel?
word cannot select text in table

v

.. Meanwhile, when you pu

8

This article included a suggestion that if [
had set explicit row heights in the table (I
had), that I remove those row height set-
tings. I tried that and “voila!” the problem
with placing the cursor went away. I then
reset the row heights in the tables to their
former values and saved the document. Af-
ter this, I had no trouble placing the cursor
anywhere on either table.

So, it appears that my Meal Plan spread-
sheet in some subtle way had become
corrupt or triggered some latent bug in
MS Word. The “fix” (really a hack)
worked, so I’m happy. However, I would
never have thought to try that fix because
that document had worked fine for years.

The moral of this story is that, when you
encounter bizarre behavior in Windows,
Office, or other applications, don’t beat
yourself up. Once you’ve tried the simple,
obvious things without success, it’s time to

fire up your favorite search engine (Google,

Bing, DuckDuckGo, ...) and see what sug-
gestions others might have to offer.

The key to success is in the phrasing of
your search terms. If an error message
1s popping up, use that error code as
one of your search terms.

Be as specific as you can to narrow
your search results to ones likely to be
related to your problem. Include the
name and possibly the version of the
program as a search term.

If you don’t get an answer with one set
of search terms, try varying the terms
with synonyms. Try being a bit more
(or less) specific. And don’t give up af-
ter reviewing the first page of results;
sometimes the real gems are further
down in the result list.

Solve The Puzzle

www.patacs.org
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Roybi Robot
By George Harding, Treasurer,
Tucson Computer Society
www.aztcs.org
actuary110 (at) yahoo.com

This is more than just a child’s toy, alt-
hough it 1s designed to be for a child.

In fact, it is an educational companion
powered by Al (artificial intelligence).

It tutors young children in languages, with
over 500 lessons, 70 categories and a
70,000 word vocabulary in Chinese and
English.

In the company’s words,
“Through play, children can
learn a second language, prac-
tice language arts, explore sci-
entific subjects, and develop
communication and analytical
thinking skills.”

The categories and content are
updated from time to time.

The categories include sessions
in technology, math, science
and language arts. Here are
some of them:

Alphabet
Continents
Places
Math
Senses
Science
Biology

Nouns

The robot includes voice recognition
(understands your child’s responses), has a
1080p camera, has a durable body to with-
stand drops, 1s made with material that is
safe for children, and has an 8 hour battery.

It is powered by connection to a USB port
by the included cable.

Mandarin-Chinese and English are current-
ly supported, but French, Spanish, German,
and Russian versions are being planned.

Ages 2-8 are recommended for English
use, but for learning a new language, there

o
/dhe ‘
L.
¢ L2
s R
S &

1s no age limit.

An Android app is available for parent use
for scheduling or directed learning.

Roybi Robot
https://roybirobot.com/
Price $300, currently $150 (4/3/21)

www.patacs.org
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small topic-specific meetings at your choice of time/place. For further information or suggestions chat with
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OPCUG / PATACS Saturday Meetings Meeting Information and Agenda

In person meetin ren rrentl
pe .SO eetings are not currently In June and December, a PC Clinic / Tech Help
being held due to COVID-19. session is run concurrently with the meeting from

Join us on ZOOM. 1 PM in the Annex.

1:00 — 1:19: Q&A — detailed responses may be See: https://.patacs.org/clinicpat.html

deferred to post-meeting communication. ) ]
With the concurrence of presenters, meeting ses-

1:20 — 1:50: 'Learn in 30' Presentation sions are webcast using the Zoom.us cloud meet-

‘ ing service.
1:50 — 2:00: Break in Coffee Room / Annex

Dues-paid members may 'attend' from remote lo-
cations, using the meeting number information
3:20 — Door Prize Drawings 2 for each group. Eli- provided on the PATACS website.

gibility - group members only. You must be

“present” to win, so stay on the Zoom call!  Please see:
https://www.patacs.org/mtgdetpat.html#3rdsat

2:00 — 3:20: Featured Presentation

3:30 — Adjourn (Expect some flexibility in sched- ‘ ‘
uled times. Order may be varied to accommodate Need more 1n'format10n about Zoom?
scheduling needs of our valued presenters.) Contact: webinarhosts@patacs.org
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PATACS, Inc. ‘
201 S. Kenslil:gton St. FirSt c ass AFFIX

Arlington VA 22204-1141 FIRST
CLASS
TEMP-RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED POSTAGE
The monthly schedule of meetings by Zoom is:
Arlington General Meeting 7:00 - 9:00 PM 1st Wednesday
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 -9:00 PM 3rd Monday
Fairfax General Meeting 12:45 - 3:30 PM 3rd Saturday
Technology & PC Help Desk 7:00 - 9:00 PM 4th Wednesday

Physical Meetings Canceled

Sessions via Zoom - Meeting Access
Will Be Sent via Email

PATACS Event Information
Call (703) 370-7649 for Meeting Announcements
Visit Our Web Site: http://www.patacs.org

Free Admission  Bring a Friend!

WWWw.Datacs.org
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