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Meeting  1:30 PM   

We welcome all, especially those who we haven’t 

seen for a while to enjoy our time together. Leti 

Labell is in charge of organizing our party and  
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food, which means that it will be a real treat—just 

my totally unbiased and accurate opinion. 

Wow! Forty years of helping each other become 

better informed about technology. I remember the 

first meeting I attended in the early 90’s with so 

much to learn, maybe almost everything about 

technology to learn. They seemed to understand 

and seemed to be speaking in English, but certain-

ly not words that were in my vocabulary. After 

about six months of very silently attending meet-

ings, at least I knew enough to ask some ques-

tions. Then, as now, you found a group of well 

informed people with such kindness and under-

standing to those of us with so much to learn. I 

have always been amazed at so many with such a 

wealth of knowledge sharing it with extreme gen-

tleness and thoughtfulness to those of us with so 

much to learn  - an incredible level of patience 

and skill in making complicated matters very un-

derstandable. Do consider how much easier it is 

to “courageously” attack a very difficult project 

when someone with skill and gentleness is availa-

ble to rescue you. Gradually you will find that 

you have developed enough progress without ne-

cessity of a rescue and then you can help others.  

It has really become fun for me that some people 

now come to me with their technology questions, 

and even more fun when I know the answers, or 

at least where to find them. You can too.   :) 

How To Backup Your Content….………  

Interesting Internet Finds……….………                 

Be Prepared….…………………………                      

PATACS Web Site……….…………….                                                                                                         
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12:30 PM                                              

40th Anniversary Party & Luncheon                                           

40 YEARS 

OF SHARING 

http://www.patacs.org
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Fairfax meeting – May 19th 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The End of Privacy? 
In this new presentation, B.J. Mendelson (author 
of Privacy: And How We Get It Back) examines 
all the different ways your data is collected and 
used against you by the big tech companies. Of-
ten, that data collection is done without your per-
mission. Mendelson highlights the offline steps 
you can take to protect yourself while outlining a 
solution to today's privacy woes ... And maybe 
even a way for you to make some money in the 
process. 
 
B.J. Mendelson is the author of the cult-classic 
"Social Media Is Bull****" (St. Martin's Press). 
When not writing comic books, Mendelson has 
debated the ambassador to Pakistan at the United 
Nations about social media, traveled around the 
world to talk about data collection and marketing, 
and consulted with successful brands such as 
Subaru North America. His new book, "Privacy: 
And How We Get It Back" is now available on 
Audible and Amazon. 
*** 
My new book, "Privacy: And How We Get It 
Back" is now on sale. Come check it out: 
http://amzn.to/2DyvXbR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Membership Promotion 

 

Members who bring a “new” member to the or-

ganization will receive a 6 month extension of 

their membership. The new member—an individ-

ual who has not beern a member in the 36 months 

prior to the month of the received application. - 

should list you on the application form.  

 

It is your choice to pay for their membership at a 

meeting or send a check or the new member can 

pay for their membership.  Consider that it can be 

a gift to both you and the new member. It is a 

very nice gift and a relatively inexpensive way to 

encourage greater technology awareness. This can 

give the new member the opportunity to explore a 

year of PATACS membership and then decide if 

they choose to continue their membership.  

Think birthday, Christmas, and it can be a very 

thoughtful “Thank You” to someone. Consider, 

not just “I will see you at the meeting,” but offer 

to pick up the new member for ther first meeting 

they attend.   :) 

http://amzn.to/2DyvXbR


MAY  2018 PATACS Posts       Page 3 

www.patacs.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FREE 2018 SPRING                                                             

VIRTUAL TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE (VTC) 

SATURDAY, MAY 5 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm ET / 12:00 – 3:00 CT 

11:00 – 2:00 MT / 10:00 – 1:00 PT 

http://apcug2.org/category/virtual-tech-conference 

Attend APCUG’s May 5, 2018 Virtual Technology Conference (VTC) from your own home, invite 
some of your members to join you, or have a Technology Tailgate Party with your club members! 
  
You only need to register once; you do not need an Eventbrite account to attend the confer-
ence. Before the VTC, you will receive an email with directions and links for attending both confer-
ence tracks. 
 
You can attend using your computer or tablet with Zoom software. The sessions are 50 minutes in 

length and offer attendees the opportunity to ask questions via a chat window. 

Make sure you have the latest version of Zoom for your device. “Zoom Client for Meetings - The 

web browser client will download automatically when you start or join your first Zoom meeting and 

is also available for manual download here.”  https://zoom.us/download 

Continued Page 4 

http://apcug2.org/category/virtual-tech-conference
https://zoom.us/download
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-pected to be useful features coming your 

way with Spring Creators Update. Here are 

the headlines, they will all be covered:  

• Timeline 

Nearby sharing Windows Diagnostic Data 

Viewer 

• Mute tabs in Edge 

• Swift Pair 

• Better privacy 

• A better Microsoft Store 
  

 

  

 

 

 

3:00 PM ET 

  

Teaching Computer Skills to Seniors 

Ray Baxter, Payson Computer Meet-Up 

Club, APCUG Treasurer 

  

As we know, Seniors are special; some are up

-to-date with technology and some are still 

learning about it. Ray’s presentation will give 

us tips on how to open the world of technolo-

gy to seniors as well as enhance the skills of 

others. 

  

  

 

When you attend the conference, please 

sign in with the user name and e-mail ad-

dress you used to register for the VTC. 

  

Register at Eventbrite 
  

For detailed information about the presen-

tations, including the presenters' bios 

click here. 

If you would like further information or 

have questions, please send an email to 

virtualconferences(at)apcug.org 

  

TRACK 1 

  

1:00 PM ET 

AI Assistants / Smart Homes 

Joe Melfi, Mobile Road Warrior and Die-

Hard Tech Enthusiast 

 

Description TBD 

 2:00 PM ET 

 What’s new in the Spring Windows 10 up-

date 

Jere Minich, Program Chair, Lake-

Sumter Computer Society 

  

Microsoft is readying the release of its semi-annual 

update to Windows 10. The upcoming update is ex-

https://apcug2.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cbe3397fb80bd3345cfd3e8f&id=32b472a164&e=1bee2ecfb0
https://apcug2.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cbe3397fb80bd3345cfd3e8f&id=3b85aff417&e=1bee2ecfb0
https://apcug2.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cbe3397fb80bd3345cfd3e8f&id=8f502c41e8&e=1bee2ecfb0
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TRACK 2 

  

1:00 PM ET 

 

Synchronizing Your PC, a Guide to….. 

Bill James, VP, Computer Club of Oklaho-

ma City; APCUG Advisor, Region 8 

  

There are numerous ways to sync desktops, From the 

complex to relatively simple solutions, this presenta-

tion will cover sharing over a network, local file sync 

programs, LANs, Cloud services and more. 

  

2:00 PM ET 

 

 

 

What’s new with Ubuntu? 

Orv Beach, Training Chair, Southern Cal-

ifornia Linux expo – SCALE 

  

Named “Bionic Beaver,” it is a Long-Term Support 

release with 5 years of support for both the desktop 

and server version. What’s new? 

• Minimal install option 

• Faster boot speed 

• Easier live patching 

• New Linux Kernel 

• GNOME desktop environment 

• New default apps 
• New way to install apps 

 

3:00 PM ET 

  

Write and Publish Your eBook on 

Amazon Kindle… for Free 

Bill Neves, Member, Silvercom Com-

puter and Technology Club 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this session you’ll learn how to easily and 

quickly do the following: 

• Research your book 

• Write your book 

• Name your book 

• Format your book 

• Set up your Amazon Kindle account 

• Upload your book 

• Offer your book for sale, or free 

• Rinse and Repeat 
Virtual Technology Committee 
Judy Taylour, Chair 
 

Francis Chao 

John Kennedy 

Jere Minich 

David Williams  
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Recording Sounds Using Your 

Phone or Tablet, Part 2 

by John Krout 

PATACS.ORG     

jkrout_va(at)verizon.net 

In part 1 of this article series, you learned about an 

app for audio recording on smartphones and tab-

lets, and a simple way to connect a good quality 

microphone to smartphones and tablets. That 

method is limited to one microphone, and records 

sound in mono rather than stereo. 

The method described here in part 2 enables you to 

record using the same app and two microphones 

for stereo sound. 

I needed stereo because I was planning the video 

camera layout for my daughter's outdoor wedding 

in 2017. I planned to place microphones close to 

the altar, and I wanted to send audio from the mi-

crophones to several cameras and an audio backup 

device (my tablet). Eventually I had to give up the 

idea of sending the audio to several devices, and 

recorded the stereo audio of their ceremony by 

connecting my microphones to a single camcorder.  

I have to dub that stereo audio onto all the other 

video camera recordings. Dubbing is feasible but 

not easy. 

Prior to that time, I had come across some devices 

online that claimed to provide stereo audio input to 

smartphones, but zero explanation of how that was 

accomplished. Recently I decided to do some web 

research to answer that question.  

I tested some simple and inexpensive hardware to 

get the job done on Android devices. 

This type of hardware, stereo audio adapters, actu-

ally became popular years ago because sometimes 

the audio inputs and outputs on laptops die. So the 

market was seeking ways to restore those capabili-

ties laptops at low cost, using USB sockets. 

The result is a wide variety of inexpensive stereo 

audio adapter devices that connect to a laptop via 

USB and provide a red stereo microphone input 

socket and a green line level output socket. Both 

are 1/8th inch diameter sockets. The green socket 

is the same one to which you connect external 

computer speakers. These audio adapter devices 

now cost less than $10. 

We are talking digital connection via USB to a 

computer or smartphone or tablet. So, unlike the 

situation in part 1, where the conversion between 

analog and digital is done inside the smartphone or 

tablet, these stereo audio adapters must do the con-

version between analog and digital inside the 

adapters. The adapters use USB power to make 

their internal conversion chips work. So, one 

tradeoff when using these stereo audio adapter de-

vices is that they use a bit of battery power, unlike 

the adapter in part 1. 

I bought a Sabrent stereo audio adapter model AU-

MMSA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It cost about $7 on Amazon. It was by no means 

the least expensive such adapter. There are dozens 

of different ones available on Amazon. Generally, 

I buy the one that seems to have the most positive 

reviews within my budget constraints. See the Sa-

brent audio adapter photo accompanying this arti-

cle. The red socket is for attachment of micro-

phones, and the green socket provides line level 

audio output for powered speakers or for earbuds 

or headphones. You can see the USB connector on 

the other side of the device. 
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Now, you may be shaking your head at this point, 

saying to yourself that your smartphone or your 

tablet has no USB socket for such an adapter.  

Actually, you can add such a USB socket.  

To do that, first you must have device software 

called On the Go (OTG), which may already be 

installed on your device. Check your manual. 

What, you threw the manual away? Google online 

for a PDF file containing the manual for your 

make and model.  

There are also free apps available to determine if 

your device has the OTG software installed. If 

you find out that your device does not have OTG 

installed, then google online for OTG software to 

install on your device. 

My Samsung Galaxy S7 had the OTG software 

installed. It runs Android version 7.0. Also, my 

much older Samsung tablet model SM-T320 run-

ning Android version 4.4.2, and the tablet also 

had the OTG software installed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Second, you need an OTG cable, which connects 

to your microSD or lightning socket and provides 

a USB-A socket at its other end.          

My Galaxy S7 smartphone was delivered with an 

OTG cable in the box, and I had already bought 

an Inland OTG cable for my Samsung tablet. The 

OTG cables cost only a few bucks.  

It has a USB-A socket on one end and a micro 

USB plug for the Android smartphone or tablet 

on the other end.  

 

.A note here for Apple users: OTG devices exist 

for your devices, but I do not discuss any of them 

in this article because I have not tested them. I 

looked at three on Amazon. The first two had 

many quality control issues and many negative re-

views. The third, brand name YiKaiEn, offered not 

only OTG but also a microSD slot so you can add 

external storage to your iPhone or iPad. It also has 

a great number of positive reviews, though none of 

the reviews appear to involve attachment of a ste-

reo audio adapter. However, make sure your iOS 

version is recent enough so that the adapter will 

work with your device. 

End of digression. 

The Sabrent adapter arrived only with instructions 

for connection to a laptop. The documentation said 

nothing about working with IOS, Android, Linux, 

or a smartphone or tablet. Folks have reported in 

online forums and how-to articles that the adapters 

work via OTG with various smartphones and tab-

lets. So I thought the adapter had a good chance of 

working with my Android smartphone and tablet. 
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We are getting close to a stereo input solution. 

However, one question remains: how to connect 

both left and right microphones to a single 1/8th 

inch diameter red socket? 

I bought a solution years ago at RadioShack. Let's 

call it a microphone adapter. It is available online 

now for a bit more money than what I paid back 

then. See the microphone adapter photo accompa-

nying this article.  

 

This adapter has two sockets: one, gold, for the 

right channel microphone and another, silver, for 

the left channel microphone. The plug at the other 

end goes into the red socket on the audio adapter 

device.  

I tested this hardware rig shown in the third photo 

accompanying this device. The photo shows: 

* two PZM microphones connected to the micro-

phone adapter, and 

• the microphone adapter connected to the ste-

reo audio adapter, and  

• * the stereo audio adapter connected to the 

USB-A socket of the OTG cable. 

I left out the Android smartphone because this is a 

pretty busy photo as is. The micro USB end of the 

OTG cable connects to the smartphone micro 

USB socket.  

I recorded a short audio sample using this hard-

ware, my Galaxy S7 phone, and the Sony audio 

app. This audio sample is available for download-

ing on the PATACS web site. It is a recreation of 

a demo I recorded more than 25 years ago for   a 

 WAC, a predecessor organization of PATACS. It 

is very entertaining if you listen to it using earbuds 

or headphones to fully experience the stereo effect.  

I wrote this article series because I suspect some of 

you have microphones at home and would occa-

sionally need to record good quality audio.  

If you have no microphones, you might decide that 

recording mono audio using the built-in micro-

phone on your smartphone or tablet is Good 

Enough. Give it a try and decide for yourself.  

On the other hand, you might wish to obtain a mi-

crophone or two. MicroCenter currently (March 

2018) sells inexpensive Audio-Technical brand 

cardioid microphones for $12.99 each. Guitar Cen-

ter carries a variety of microphones. You can of 

course find microphones on Amazon at a wide va-

riety of prices. 

Some microphones, including the PZM micro-

phones I own, require batteries. I use  

rechargeable batteries. They work quite well. 

Some microphones these days are USB micro-

phones. These connect directly to a computer, or to 

a smartphone or tablet via an OTG cable.   

However, USB microphones cost much more than 

traditional analog mics, at least $60 at MicroCen-

ter. This price difference is partly because the USB 

microphones contain the analog to digital conver-

sion capability, and ordinary microphones do not.  

Also, USB microphones are usually mono micro-

phones. Some USB microphones claim to produce 

stereo signals, but have two microphone pickups so 

close together that the recorded sound includes lit-

tle recognizable stereo separation. 

How far apart must microphones be placed to ac-

complish recognizable stereo separation? At least 

as far apart as your ears. Of course, that distance 

varies; some heads are bigger than others. Try sev-

en inches apart.   

Continued Page 9 
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How To Backup Your Content –   

Wherever It Is Please, backup your 

stuff...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Jonathan Bailey, Copyright and Plagia-

rism Consultant at CopyByte.  Published on 

Plagiarism Today | March 22, 2018 https://

www.plagiarismtoday.com/2018/03/22/how-to

-backup-yourcontent-wherever-it-is/                   

© Copyright 2005-2017 Jonathan Bailey, re-

printed with permission.  Jonathan's biography 

can be read at https://

www.plagiarismtoday.com/about-plagiarism-

today/about-the-author/ 

 Sunday, the server that hosted Plagiarism To-

day had a catastrophic failure that prevented it 

from booting. Though we were able to recover 

data from it eventually, for a time there was a 

 

very real possibility that 13 years of history was 

wiped out.  

Fortunately, I had multiple backups of this site 

and all of the sites on this server (save one) and 

was able to restore things relatively quickly.  

Still, the story was a lesson on the importance of 

backups. Plagiarism and copyright infringement 

hurt creators and can certainly harm their ability 

to gain an audience or earn a living from their 

work. However, data loss can actually destroy 

that work, making it like it never existed at all.  

Online, data loss happens for a lot of reasons. 
Technical failure is a common one but so is 

hosts and services closing their doors, accounts 
getting suspended, hacking, or just accidental 
deletion. In some cases, such as with Pho-

tobucket, hosts can just change policies and 
wipe out millions of images. 

 So, while we talk about plagiarism and copy-
right and ways to protect your content, it’s 

worth an aside to discuss how to protect your 
work from being destroyed. To do that, we’re 
going to discuss how to backup your work, 

wherever it may live today.  

(Note: This article was written on March 22, 

2018 and all information was accurate as of that 
date. Obviously, things may change as time pro-
gresses.)  

If you wish, while using this technique, you can connect earbuds or headphones to your device and 

listen to the audio while recording it. That is another advantage over the technique described in Part 1 

of this series.  

Have fun with it! 

Author biography:                                                                                                                                            

John Krout is a former president of WAC, one of the predecessor groups of PATACS. He was a DJ 

and music director at college station WUVA while in law school at UVA. He co-founded The Boogie 

Man disk jockey entertainment service which played at high school, college and singles dances, holi-

day parties, wedding receptions and even a college graduation reception between 1979 and 1992. He 

recorded and produced over 40 DVDs of local student drama and music performances between 2004 

and 2010, always using good quality microphones. 

https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/2018/03/22/how-to-backup-yourcontent-wherever-it-is/
https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/2018/03/22/how-to-backup-yourcontent-wherever-it-is/
https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/2018/03/22/how-to-backup-yourcontent-wherever-it-is/
https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/about-plagiarism-today/about-the-author/
https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/about-plagiarism-today/about-the-author/
https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/about-plagiarism-today/about-the-author/
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Facebook  

Facebook makes it easy to download all of your 

posts, images and other uploaded content. It 

works by going to settings and clicking the 

(rather small) “Download a copy of your Face-

book data” link at the bottom. After re-entering 

your password, Facebook will zip up all of your 

content and send you an alert when its ready to 

download. Please be warned, this file can be 

very large.  

Twitter  

Twitter provides a similar service to Facebook 

but makes it much more obvious. Simply go to 

your Twitter account settings  on a desktop 

computer and click the “Request your archive” 

button. After confirming your email, you 

should get access to a zip file with all of your 

Twitter content.  

Instagram  

Unfortunately, Instagram doesn’t provide a 

backup function. While there are third party 

tools that can do it, none of them are services 

that I would trust linking here. The best way to 

backup your Instagram is by backing up your 

photos before you upload them.  

This is especially true since Instagram uses low 
resolution images, and you’ll likely want to 

save your full-resolution photos instead.  

YouTube (And Other Google Services)  

For YouTubers, Google provides a service 

known as Takeout that allows you to download 
all of your content. This includes not only your 
videos, but your subscriptions and other data. It 

also works with other Google services such as 
Blogger, Google Photos, Google Pages, Google 
Drive, etc.)  If you need to download a single 

video you uploaded, you can do this by going to 
the Creator Studio, clicking Video Manager and 
then, after finding the video you want, using the 

dropdown by the edit button, download the 
MP4.  

WordPress (WordPress.com and Self Hosted)  

If you self-host WordPress, there is no shortage of 

solutions to backup your site including plugins 

such as UpdraftPlus and BackUpWordPress. Up-

draftPlus is especially helpful because it will auto-

matically move your backups to another location, 

such as your Google Drive.  

You may also want to check your host as they like-

ly provide a backup solution as well. For example, 

if your host uses CPanel, you can backup your en-

tire site through it easily.  

If you’re on WordPress.com your options are much 
more limited. The service provides an export func-

tion but it’s mostly aimed at moving you to a dif-
ferent server. Still, you can use this function to pe-
riodically download your work.  

Medium  

Medium provides a simple tool to export your con-

tent. Simply go to “Account Settings” and click the 

“Export Content” button. You’ll be provided a zip 

file with HTML files of your posts and drafts.  

Tumblr  

Tumblr does not provide a simple backup tool but 

does offer an API that you can use to move your 

data to another platform, such as WordPress or 

Squarespace. Because of this, some set up Word-

Press blogs to backup their Tumblr blogs.  

Squarespace  

Squarespace offers an export feature but it is only 
designed to work with WordPress and, even then, 
is limited. Still, you can make regular backups of 

most of your data by going into settings and click-
ing “Export”.  

Wix  

Wix does not offer a backup feature at this time 

though it does have the ability to duplicate a site. 

However, that backup is not complete, especially if 

you operate a store, and doesn’t help you get the 

data off of their servers or move it to another loca-

tion.  
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Interesting Internet Finds     

  

Steve Costello, Boca Raton Computer 

Society editor(at)brcs.org http://

ctublog.sefcug.com/                                                    
  

In the course of going through the more than 

300 RSS feeds, I often run across things that I 

think might be of interest to other user group 

members.  

  

The following are some items I found interest-

ing during the month of March 2018.   

  

Microsoft Sway vs. PowerPoint: What’s The 

Difference? https://www.groovypost.com/

howto/microsoft-sway-vs-powerpoint-whats-

difference/  

  

If you make presentations in MS Windows, this 

might be of interest to you.  

  

10 Ways To Explore The Internet Archive For 

Free https://blog.archive.org/2018/03/07/10-

ways-to-explore-the-internet-archive-for-free/ I 

used the Internet Archive often. Sometimes to 

use the Wayback Machine to fix broken links 

on my blogs, sometimes to listen to music, 

watch old cartoons and movies, or just to 

browse for ideas.  

 

Check out this resource for yourself.  

Is Wireless Charging Bad For Your 

Smartphone? https://www.computerworld.com/

article/3229750/mobile-wireless/is-wireless-

charging-bad-for-yoursmartphone.html iPhones 

are getting wireless charging now, so there are 

more people using it than ever.  

 

If you use, or are thinking of using, wireless 

charging for your smartphone from any manu-

facturer, you should read this article.  

                        

Mac/Windows  

Both Mac and Windows offer built in tools for 

backing up including Time Machine for Mac and 

the Windows 10 backup feature. Apple also offers 

a way to backup to the internet via iCloud on Mac.  

Still, a service such as Backblaze or Carbonite can 

provide peace of mind at a very low cost by mak-

ing sure no single catastrophe can wipe out your 

data.  

iOS/Android  

Generally, data on mobile phones is automatically 

backed up to the internet via iCloud and Google 

Drive respectively. However, you can add extra 

layers of protection by using Google Photos to au-

tomatically upload images online.  

Bottom Line  

While it might seem strange to talk about backups 

on a blog named Plagiarism Today, the reason is 

simple. If your content is worth protecting from 

copyright infringement and plagiarism, it’s worth 

protecting from being destroyed.  

In an era where backups are the easiest and least 

expensive they’ve ever been, there’s no reason to 

not backup your site.  

Good backups saved this site and may well save 

yours too.  

Please, if you care about your work, backup your 
stuff today. 

 

Continued Page 12 

http://ctublog.sefcug.com/
http://ctublog.sefcug.com/
https://www.groovypost.com/howto/microsoft-sway-vs-powerpoint-whats-difference/
https://www.groovypost.com/howto/microsoft-sway-vs-powerpoint-whats-difference/
https://www.groovypost.com/howto/microsoft-sway-vs-powerpoint-whats-difference/
https://blog.archive.org/2018/03/07/10-ways-to-explore-the-internet-archive-for-free/
https://blog.archive.org/2018/03/07/10-ways-to-explore-the-internet-archive-for-free/
https://www.computerworld.com/article/3229750/mobile-wireless/is-wireless-charging-bad-for-yoursmartphone.html
https://www.computerworld.com/article/3229750/mobile-wireless/is-wireless-charging-bad-for-yoursmartphone.html
https://www.computerworld.com/article/3229750/mobile-wireless/is-wireless-charging-bad-for-yoursmartphone.html
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Microsoft Blocks All Windows 7 Security Updates 

Unless You Have Antivirus https://

www.howtogeek.com/345946/microsoft-blocks-all

-windows-7-security-updates-unless-you-

haveantivirus/ If you are still running Windows 7, 

this is an important post for you to read and under-

stand.  

 
How To Manage Your PC When You're On Vaca-

tion https://lifehacker.com/how-to-manage-your-

pc-when-youre-on-vacation-1823701063 I leave 

my PC on, with the monitor off, when I am on va-

cation. I use TeamViewer through a VPN to access 

every couple of days to check for updates. This 

post talks about other options you can take.  

 
Top 5 Places To Download Thousands Of Free 
Adult Coloring Sheets https://mymodernmet.com/

adult-coloring-sheets/ If you are into the adult col-
oring scene, check out this post and get some free 
coloring sheets.  

 
The following are some items I found interesting 

during the month of April 2018.  

Does 1.1.1.1 Really Offer Free, Secure DNS? 

https://www.askdavetaylor.com/does-1-1-1-1-

really-offer-free-secure-dns/ Dave Taylor explains. 

(Note: I have used 1.1.1.1 for a couple of weeks 

now, and it is faster for me.)  

Is Phubbing Ruining Your Relationships? https://
www.wonderoftech.com/phubbing/ Have you been 

phubbed? Do you know what phubbing is? Check 
out this post to find out.  

Reminder: Removing “Void if Removed” Stickers 

Doesn’t Void Your Warranty https://

www.howtogeek.com/fyi/reminder-removing-void

-if-removed-stickers-doesnt-void-your-warranty/ 

"Tech companies aren’t allowed to void your war-

ranty just because you removed a sticker—

regardless of what that sticker might say." Read 

more about this in the post itself 

and a related linked one.  

 
 

    

 What Is WiFi Calling & Why You Should Be Us-

ing It https://www.techlicious.com/tip/how-to-get-

wifi-calling-att-sprint-t-mobile-verizon/ I use 

WiFi Calling because I don't get a good cell signal 

in my home, but have strong WiFi. Check out this 

post to find out more.  

The Most Frequently Asked Questions About 

Linux… Answered https://www.makeuseof.com/

tag/linux-questions-answered/ Thinking about 

Linux? Scared of Linux? Check out this post from 

MakeUseOf for answers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is Creative Commons & How Do I Use It? 

https://www.groovypost.com/howto/use-creative-

commons-license/ I use Creative Commons mate-

rial all the time. Check it out for yourself. There is 

a lot of great stuff that you can use for your blog, 

presentation, newsletter, etc.  

**********  

Most Fridays, more interesting finds will be post-

ed on the Computers, Technology, and User 
Groups Blog: http://ctublog.sefcug.com/tag/
interesting-internet-finds/ The posts are under 

Creative Commons licensing. 

                        

                         

https://www.howtogeek.com/345946/microsoft-blocks-all-windows-7-security-updates-unless-you-haveantivirus/
https://www.howtogeek.com/345946/microsoft-blocks-all-windows-7-security-updates-unless-you-haveantivirus/
https://www.howtogeek.com/345946/microsoft-blocks-all-windows-7-security-updates-unless-you-haveantivirus/
https://www.howtogeek.com/345946/microsoft-blocks-all-windows-7-security-updates-unless-you-haveantivirus/
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-manage-your-pc-when-youre-on-vacation-1823701063
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-manage-your-pc-when-youre-on-vacation-1823701063
https://mymodernmet.com/adult-coloring-sheets/
https://mymodernmet.com/adult-coloring-sheets/
https://www.askdavetaylor.com/does-1-1-1-1-really-offer-free-secure-dns/
https://www.askdavetaylor.com/does-1-1-1-1-really-offer-free-secure-dns/
https://www.wonderoftech.com/phubbing/
https://www.wonderoftech.com/phubbing/
https://www.howtogeek.com/fyi/reminder-removing-void-if-removed-stickers-doesnt-void-your-warranty/
https://www.howtogeek.com/fyi/reminder-removing-void-if-removed-stickers-doesnt-void-your-warranty/
https://www.howtogeek.com/fyi/reminder-removing-void-if-removed-stickers-doesnt-void-your-warranty/
https://www.techlicious.com/tip/how-to-get-wifi-calling-att-sprint-t-mobile-verizon/
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https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/linux-questions-answered/
https://www.groovypost.com/howto/use-creative-commons-license/
https://www.groovypost.com/howto/use-creative-commons-license/
http://ctublog.sefcug.com/tag/interesting-internet-finds/
http://ctublog.sefcug.com/tag/interesting-internet-finds/
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Additional Resources  

Once I have all my backups in place, I create two 

additional resources. These are a copy of all my 

currently installed or saved software I have down-

loaded. I set up a library in file manager called 

Software and move my downloaded software to 

it. I categorize the library into folders. They in-

clude Applications, Internet or Online, Games, 

Graphics or Pictures, Multimedia or Music & 

Video, and Tools or Utilities. I also make sure 

that this library is backed up with my personal 

files.  

The second of these resources is a catalog of all 

my software keys. Have you ever tried to install a 

program on your new computer and lost the key? 

If so, you understand that this will save you from 

repurchasing the program. I keep this information 

in two places. The first is a loose-leaf binder la-

beled ‘Software Bible’ with A- Z indexes. When I 

receive a key for a piece of software, I print the 

email and the file sheet(s) in my binder under the 

programs name. The second place I store this in-

formation is in a saved folder on my e-mail ac-

count. My primary email is setup as ‘imap’ so 

that it retains the emails I do not delete in the 

cloud as well as bringing it into my computer 

through my e-mail program. I can then use my e-

mail to search for the program and retrieve the 

key. If that doesn’t work I have the ‘Software Bi-

ble’ as a backup.  

Conclusion  

I hope this will help you to be prepared for an 
emergency or a new computer. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Be Prepared xx 

By Ken Goodman,                                       
Member, Central Kentucky Computer Society 

February 2018 issue, CKCS newsletter 

www.ckcs.org newsletter (at) ckcs.org  

This article has been obtained from APCUG 
with the author’s permission for publication by 
APCUG member groups; all other uses require 

the permission of the author (see e-mail address 
above). 

Introduction  
It’s happened to many of us. We’ve made a mis-
take, hardware crashes or an update causes our 
PC to go south. You never know when it will 
happen, but it does. I’ve developed a plan for 
just those occasions that helps make the recov-
ery easier.  
                          

Backups                                                                                                                   
The first step is an image backup. This allows 
you to recover the entire system if your hard 

drive crashes or it is corrupted. Most external 
hard drives have a program that will do this, or 
you can use a program such as Acronis Backup. 

Make sure that you have the backup recovery 
program saved some place safe so that you can 
recover the system. The next step is a second 

backup, this time of all my personal files. I pre-
fer this to be stored in the cloud. This can get a 
few, or all my documents, pictures, music, etc. 

back when I recover. If you own Microsoft Of-
fice 365 you have a large cloud repository on 
One Drive. If not, there is Google Drive, Drop-

box, etc. You can also use the windows built-in 
backup File History available in the Setting app.  
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patacs.org 

Have you looked at our web site lately? 

You will find a lot of information - 

such as—future events 

 

Email Chat List 

Discussions, 

Q&A Tech     

Support 

 

 

 

Look at the site. You will be pleased at the 

amount of information available to you. 

Do you have suggestions of items to add? 
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MAY 2018 PATACS Event Calendar 
Call (703) 370-7649 for meeting announcements 

       Scan the QR code at left or enter http://www.patacs.org   to visit our web site                                                                                                        

Free Admission      Bring a Friend! 
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